August 14th, 2005

Hi to All
Again, not that much to write about though probably a little more than usual about things in Hong Kong. The first tropical cyclone signal (# 1) for the year was raised on Friday for a storm that skirted us, crossing the coast and heading into China. Winds not very strong but the storm brought quite a bit of rain. The storm has dissipated now. 
Disneyland in making the news again, this time with dogs. I forgot to mention some time ago that they rounded up and had culled many of the stray dogs that had been left behind by contractors who had used them as guard dogs. This also provoked criticism about a company that uses dogs and other animals to entertain. However, apparently they still have a problem with these feral dogs, which live in the surrounding bush during the day but come out at night looking for food and occasionally attack people. 
We have again had some hot weather recently. A number of hikers got into trouble because of it. Ten had to be taken by helicopter to hospital the other day suffering from heat exhaustion. And last week, one man collapsed and died due to the heat while hiking around the Plover Cove area. For me, hiking/running in ‘winter’ can often be hot enough, let alone in the summer.

Big traffic pile-up at the Shatin entrance to the Shing Mun tunnel the other morning involving buses, cars and trucks. About 80 people were injured and taken to hospital. The road was closed for about 4 hours. 

There has been a big mess up with English HKCEE grades, with nearly 700 students being graded lower than they should have. One student, who spoke very good English when interviewed on TV, was re-graded from F to B! Giving low grades is bad enough, but students’ School Cert results affect whether or not they will get a Form 6 place. Except for 25 in places such as the outlying islands, all Form 6 places had been filled before the mistakes were discovered, and quite a number of those 700 did not get a place because of their ‘poor’ English. There is now a mad scramble to try to right things. 
Another two coal mine disasters in China. In Guangdong, more than 100 coal miners died when they were trapped in a mine by water that flooded in. Moreover, in another province, 14 miners were killed in an accident. Heard on the news that the annual road toll in China is about 120 000 deaths! 

Now for US news, which you will know more about. Heard that Peter Jennings died of lung cancer, aged 67. Leonie, and perhaps Gavin, you may remember him on the ABC TV evening news when we were living in Escondido Village. Watched, live, the safe return of the Space Shuttle Discovery to Earth the other night (or morning in California). 

Also, saw the rescue of the seven submariners from the Russian mini-submarine. A bit embarrassing for the Russian military that they were saved by a British rescue vehicle. 
Yesterday there was another Tri-nations Rugby game. This was in Sydney, where the All Blacks beat the Wallabies 30-13 after being 13-0 down after just 12 minutes. So, after two games each, SA leads with 2 wins, then NZ with 1 win, and Australia with 0 wins. 

The ‘Saga of the Suite’ continues with respect to the smoke issue. Had workers in several times, most recently to fix (?fit) louvers in the bathroom ventilation pipe. They say this should reduce the problem a lot, and this may be true but I still have to give it a proper test.
I said last week that the infection of the pigs in China was caused by a staphylococcal virus. Not correct. It was another kind of virus, but I can’t remember its name. Only mention this in case Leonie wanted to use the information.

The 60th anniversary of VJ (‘Victory in Japan’) today (August 14th). Still showing documentaries on TV. Watched part of one on a Singapore TV Channel that focused on how 1945 was a key year in changing the direction of world history and in particular, the rise of anti-colonial feeling and the moves towards independence in South-east Asia, which colonial powers faced on re-entering territories lost to the Japanese. There was quite a bit of unrest in some of these places, and the ironic thing is that they had to use Japanese POWs, who had still not been repatriated, in an attempt to quell the unrest! So there was the strange sight of the Union Jack flying and British officers leading armed Japanese soldiers against locals. The problem was worst in Indonesia, where the Dutch, who had ruled the country, asked the British to govern the place for a while. 
That seems to be it for now.

Cheers
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